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~fetw Plays filling the

Conversational Season in
Plays May Be Expected
Trend Shown in Early Dramatic Samples Makes It

Safe to Prophesy a Talkative Winter
in the Theatres.

By LAWRENCE REAMER.

L

T is early to speak of what the new theatre year may bring forth, bat
I there already has been enough evidence of its charactar to make It
safe to prophesy a conversational seasom. It is not diffcult to find |

a reason for this preference on Lhe part of playwrighia Nothing Is easler
than writing the kind of dialogue which seems to creste roars of approval !
in a theatre, although it would pass unooticed anywhere eise. No play |
is likely be more talkative thasn Thomas Hobinson's “The
Skylark,” which was the first to show the tendency of the dramatists this |
year. It is certaln that this playwright's friends took him for & writer |
of fine epigrams. Nothing else could have excused the production of & play |
that failed to comply with so many of the ordinary requirpments of & drama
intended for public performance, . !

Maybe, after all, Mr. Robinson is a writer of clever dlalogue. When
the heroine shrieked: *I dou't know what | want but I'm going out to get
it!" the spectators howled almost as loudly in approval as Miss Charlotte
Walker had in delivery. The other night at the Times Square Theatre two |
characters, with supposedly little in common, wers attempling unsuccess- |
fully to carry on a conversation. !

“What sort of a President do you think Harding will make? asked |
the captain of industry. }

“Yes," answered the absent-minded playwright.

If the subway had subsided there could have been o greater uproar fa
the auditorium of the theatre. The answer must be profoundly witty. Of
course, there are simple and more or less caducous minds to which the talk |
seems like twaddle. There was much of the wit of “Honors Are BEven"
that had the same sound. Yet it never failad to set the addience into
hilarious cackling. So it must be true that Mr. Megrue also writes witty |
dialogue, however ominons may be the occasional sinking spell that assails
the elderly listener.

Of course, this sort of a thing is vastly easier than writing a play.
Basiest of all to the playwright must have been the discussion of his pro-
fession with its introduction of all the old wheegses about sctors that have
for vears done good service in the theatre. Mr. Megrus, however, was brash
to dramatize himself so early in life, He might have thought of something
€lse for the present and saved that more facile task for his old age. But it
seemed doubtful, after all, if there had been any mistake in connection with
“Honors Are Even.” The first New York public to hear the play grested it
with unusual cordiality. Of all ghe passages none bore so genuine & rels
tion to life as the scene with the vouthful automobilist. The conversation
of the boy in the opening tableau was real. The rest of the new play

" never seemed to grow out of the medium of the theatre.

Lo

It is a boon that the gist of “Getting Gertle's Garter” is words and not
deeds. It is lucky that its incidents are sald and not done. Else the safety
of Mr. Woods's enterprise would be imperilled. There is a siugular lack
of imagination, however, in the phrases that Mr. Hopwood and Mr. Collison
have devised. They are so occupied with the pursuit of the double meaning
that they have no time to sprinkle their text with any wit of thelr own
The fun is altogether of the situation which it ought to be in farce without.
however, such complete abandonment of all incidental humor as this bald
text reveals.

While it follows its models from France in this respect and keeps
close always to the fun of the situation, “Getting Gertie's Garter” differs
from the French farce in a most important particular. There never was & |
notable play of this kind without the Inevitable chastisement that over
came its erring children.
always paid the piper. [

If it is the father of the family who bas been the philanderer, there is |
a memesis in store for him. He is snubbed by his wife, ignored by his |
children and made altogether ignominious in the presence of his family,
Thus is his step from the straight and narrow path, groperly punished.
Thus is the occasional high jinks of the skittish papa § ed In the eyes
of the French moralist. There is no such castigation of the men and
women who crawl about the barn on the stage of the Republic Theatre. It
may be urged by Mr. Woods that there is nothing donme by any of the
characters for which they need forgiveness. But they do talk a lot sbout
what they are about to do.

In “The Teaser” there is less of the strain for verbal brightness. The
two talented authoresses, Adelaide Mathews and Martha M. Stanley, are
much more concerned with incidents which may not in the least be related
so long as they are sufficiently vivacious in themselves. It is thus that
“The Teaser” movgs. It would be 'difficult to trace in the making of the
farce any knowledge of the Freytag system of comstruction.

" It 18 In the absence of some such scientific method that plays end as
most of those writden by the two authoresses invariably do. “The Teaser”
practically stops because there is no going any further along the same lines.
There s, however, no reason to believe that the authors intend it should
come to any other sort of a finish. They are interested only in stringing
together the necessary number of incidents. They succeed in showing thelr
flapper carrying off the men in the play from the other women who might
be thought to possess a title to them. After she had dpne that once or twice
there is no good reason why ehe should be kept in sight any longer.

Of course, this eplsodic way of building up a pldy may not satisfy
those exigent persoms who are old fashioned enough to want to know what
the real end 1s and are not content with the closing on an unresolved
chord. But at all events, it is vastly superior to the method which makes
conversation the main end and the eplgram the alm of the playwright's

labor.

(CALENDAR OF THE NEW PLAYS)

MONDAY.

FORTY-EIGHTH STREET THEATRE—Marc Klaw's (Inc) first produe-
tlon of the season, “Sonya" with Miss Violet Heming and Otto Kruger.
The play, adapted from the Polish of Gabryela Zapolaka, is described
as the story of a great love. In the cast are Edward Emery, Jay Fas-
sett, Charlson Smith, France Bendtsen and Joseph Macaulay. Harri-
son Groy Flske directed the production,

THIRTY-NINTH STREET THEATRE —Max Marcin will presant “The
Night Cap,” a new mystery comedy, by Guy Bolton and Marein, as
his second offering as a producer. The lsading roles will be played by
Jerome Patrick and Miss Flora Sheffield, Others in the east are John
Daly Murphy, Jack Raffael, H. Dudley Hawley, Miss Ellsabeth Risdon
and Ronald Colman,

THE CENTURY PROMENADE (Atop the Centary Theatre)—Opening ns
a regular playhouse, with a new revue, entitled “Midnight Rounders
of 1921." Bince closing a few months ago, the Promenade has been
reconstructed” and redecorated. The production has musie by Jean
Behwarts, Lew Pollack, Owen Murphy and Al Bryant. It has been
staged by Allan K. Foster, and the cast includes Jimmy Huasey, Miss
Mae West, Brendel and Bert, Moran and Wiser, Clarence Harvey, Misa
Ann Toddings, Frank Hurst and Miss Gladys James

TUESDAY.

CORT THEATRE—"8Sonny,” George V. Hobart's melody-play, with music
by Raymond Hubbell and lyrica by Hobart, will be presented by the
Selwyns with & company headed by Miss Fmma Dunn, Ernest Glen-
dinning, Miss Esther Howard, Mlas Mabel Withee, Carl Randall, Richis
Ling and Georgle Laurence.

ASTOR THEATRE—"The Detonr,” by Owen Davia, The cast ia headed
by Misa Effie Bhannon and Augustin Dunean. The play was staged
by Mr. Duncan.

WEDNESDAY.

LONGACRE THEATRE — “Nobody's Money,” comedy by Willlam Le
Baron, presented by L. Lawrence Weber, The cast will be headed by

Wallaee Eddinger, Will Deming and Miss Heloen Lowell, Others will
be Miss Hegina Wallace, Misa Jean Robertson, Misa Shirley De Me and
Howard Gould,

..

e r— /

Emery will, therefors, ba the leading

| man when Misg Dorn somes back to the
ataEe He has hnd a briel sxparience
in clirema acting

eMiss RA SHEFFIELD
7]
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Before the final curtain falls the dancer has
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News and Gossip
Heard on the
Summer Stages

What Aectors, Dramatists and
Managers Are Talking
About This Season.

OW the talonted Gilbert Emery
N is to make his debut in an-
other field. After having suc-
ceeded an journalist, short story writer
and dramatist, he s soon to make his
appearance as an actor. Mr. Emery,
who is in private life Emery Potia,
wrote "The Hero,” which Sam M
Hsrris produced last spring and will
give during the coming ssason. Baut
Mr. Gilbert, as he s professionally
known, will oot appear in & play of his
own,
, Instead he will be the leading actor
In support of Miss Marie Doro, who
is 1o be seen In “Among the Liliea*™
Willlam J. Hurlbut wrote the play for
the actress, who has not been seen in
the spoken drama sines she was In
“Barbara™ under Artbhur Hopline's
management sl the Plymouth Theatra
Many of the company have besn se-
lected but it had beem Impossilie to
find an actor for the leading rola
Weary after a day's search for such
an actor, Miss Dore and Mr. Huribut
were Invitad to tea. They were some-
what refreshed from the labors of the
day when Mr. Emery entered the
room.

Miss Dore looked at Mr Haributb
Mr. Hurlbut looked bark as hard ae
be could at Miss Doro

“The very typel™ esclaimed the
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tather Willlam. It was not until after
a souns of particularly strong realism
that he lowt his self-control.

*But, Allce” he called out, partly in
admiration, partly in genuine wonder,
wwhare in the world did you learn it

anr
The Face With the Smile,

Next ssason thera will be In all the
Shubert theatres women Lreasurers, or, a8
ine public more readlly understands 1t
women ticket solirs  The Bhuberis find
have In the main had better

*heie theatres with the exception of the
Century and the Winter Garden.

Miss Lohr te Act In ©

the manager, who has had every reason
to be satisfled with his new departure
“She has completa control over the
makeup of the chorua girls. T have seen
pretty girls who were engaged by my
stage manager, but appeared on the
stage 80 covered with grease paint that
they looked like barbers' poles, They
seem to take delight In smearing them-
aslveés with so much color that they are
not only without beauty but they even
seem unlike human beings. Now they
are eompelled to be as sparing in the
use of cosmetics as the principals. You
never saw a prima donna, although she

t be standing next to a chorus girl,
coversd with the same amount of paint
and powder. Now, all my girls look just
a Uttla bit prettier than anybody else's
It's not all on nccount of my new in-

., who has been for soms

soason i Canads. Ehe ls one of A oum-
per of well known Engileh actors who
will sravel all through the Northwest
next season without coming (o Now
York

Uaught in the Jam.

The shrieks of the managers, who
want the publie to be on Ume at frst

Actress, unable ta repress her dellght
any langer.

“Born for the part” whispersd Mr. |
Hurlbut in equal ecetaly |

Afrer a wihvlis Mr. Emory was ap-
mroached  He wae willing = talk about |
dhe debut. e was netl feased by the
announoement *rat ha leaked the part
‘Yra. Blinor Giyn had already told him
pevers] years AR that he was the Ml
tor Pasl In “Three Weeka™ which she
was ‘hen deamatiming.  But the faet that
ahe wad toid thy sams thing 233 othar
men and one dwarf that wis took, s
1t wern, the sting cut of the charge Mr

Gold Diggers Wil Abaund.

SBpeaking of “Among the Lillea™ it »
on record that the play will not have |
ona lndy with & past but no less r!mn!
welve with wery active and seothing|
prescnts tiold diggers will, moreover, |
sbound In the drama this ssason. When
Wiliam A, Brady saw his daunghter Allee
olayving the herolne, Caasle Cook, In
'‘Drifting” he s sald to have gased in
uneoncenled nstonlshment at her vivid

rerformancos Fur this herolne of all|
the othera that wil! be sern this year, b J
the mnost highly ecolored romande The | the
Irore 1 Daughter Allcw becam "
miore concentrated groew the Bk ull

serformances, are long and loud in the
jand, but #t s not always easy to bave
confidence In thelr protestations The
manger in which the Casino was

the othier night ls & came In point. One
door caly was ready to admit the au-
dAlenes. The lobhy was denscly packed
Thoes ted th d
lucky who wers
strast 1o the deor In tan minules
took maay & much lomger time.

The copgeetion al the gale was greater
still., With thelr ciothes all bul torn
from them, the batlersd spoctators efi-
tered the theatrs to find the orvhastra
playing the overtars to & half empty
bouns. Slowly the publle, which had
gathersd In plenty of time, was admitted
to the theatre It took such a fight to
get In, howevsr, that the audwnecs will
not be (lkely to hurry themselves In the
future when a manager wants to bagin
a parformance on tima The discomfort
of that crowded lobby will not be poon
forgotten by the perspiring crowd that
was compelled to spend so much un-
nocessary time there

abls to crosa from ﬂr
t

She Makes Them Up,

Ona of the careful musical ecomedy
managers han & new functionary In his
theatre  Although she s Invisible the
reeulta of her Interference In the produc.
vislhle ta all She was onhoa
hermalf in muslen) eomedies

indoratands makoup, said

AN ae
And she

Cin the matier of t's

., Bhe s responsible, however, for
keeping the girls from espolllng thelr
natural beauty.”

The 0ld Way.

Kate Claxton, who has agaln come into
the publie eyve through David fMith's
t ormaticn of “The Two Orphans”
info a einemna, told the other day to the
reporter for Tan New York HERALD an
Interesting story of the final reb 1

“Twelfth Night" to his lst of Shake-
spearian plays, which already includes
“Hamlet,” “Macbeth,” “The Merchant of
Venloe,” “Romeo and Juliet” and "“The
Taming of the Shrew.” Mr. Hampden
will begin his season in Canada, and will
for the first time play in the South and
the extreme Wesat. His return from the
Pacific slope will be made by way of
the Canadian Northwest

Cyril Maude will be the etar of David
Belasco's comedy *Timothy,” which he
wrote in collaboration with W. J. Hurl-
but. Mr. Maude is sald to bellevs that
he has at last found a successor to the
famed “Grumpy.”

———

“When Miss Henrietta Crosman tried to
interest the public in a dramatic version
af “Pllgrim's Progzmess” at tha Liberty
Theatre some years ago she had to give
up the costly effort. Now the Com-
munity Players of Pasadena have just
givan four out of door representations
befi audl There wers more
than two hundred actors in the twelve
eplsodea.

—

Mr. Langner recelved credit In Tam
New Yomx Hzmaro for his share in the
success of “Tangerina” but the following

&
o
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Mitty Makes Art
_of Raw Material

Dancer in ‘Follies’ Has Trans-
planted Here Part of Paris
Half World.

Broadway has lifted it Volastead gob-
lot to Mitty of “The Follies," the .gay
duncing sprite transplanted from the
Folies Bergere of Paris.

Mitty is just 19 and in private life Is
the wife of a Parislan banker. With
her partner, Tillo, a swarthy, #aglle
young man, Mitty first appeared at the
Folles Bergere, where she has been
halled as an artistic triumph for more
than a year.

Gilbert Mifler, the London producer,
saw In her a potentinl Ziegfeld star
while visiting In Paris. He cabled Mr.
Ziegfeld, who had his aegents see her.
They confirmed Mr, Miller's verdict and
Mitty was cabled an offer that caused
her to sign on the dottad lne

Mitty is roundly slendar, with wavy
halr, upon which the lghts produce
strange glinta and flashes. She follows
no set formula In dancing. She has
taken the raw materigl of the Parisian
half world and made of It & new art
product for the theatre,

Mitty s making her first visit to

America. She does not speak English,
nor does her partner. She has a three
room apartment in the quient purlleus of
Washington Square—tec be exact the
Hotel Lafayette, Hers ghe may have
French servants and many Parisian
friends_who like herself are transplanted
here for tho time being.
_ Mitty began dancing at the age of 8
In Alglere. She never thought of a pro-
fesslonal career. "I just loved to dance,”
she says. 5o she just kept practising
from early morning until late at night.
One time she was called upon to dance
at a charity fete. Tilllo was & profes-
slonal dancer who had won some faver
with the public and he was asked to
dance with her.

They rehearsed together and each was
delighted with the abllity of the other.
Their professional eareer began then and
has lasted for ten years. Tilllo, too, Is

married to a Frenchwoman, who Is not

of the theatrical®profession,

Seeks Contrasts
in Stage Setlings

Three of the most gorgeous settings
ever made for a musical comedy pro-
duction are seen In “The Last Waltz"
the Oscar Straus operetta, at the Cen-
tury Theatre. They are the work of
Watson Barratt, who, while a compara-
tive newcomer in the fleld of scenle art,
already established himself as a
painter {ml designer of breadth of facile

hni The n Impressionistic
manner has been followed in the crea-
tlon of the settings, considerable rellance
being placed upon draperies and cur-
tains. A semi-Orlental note {s conveyed
throughout.

As the action is laid In a mythlcal
kingdom in ths Balkans thers has been
no restriction made upon the Imagina-
tion of Mr. Barratt. The manuscript
called for warm, vivid colors, and the
artlst has combined striking reds,
oranges and hlues with a suggestion of
Oriental luxurfousness.

“I am a firm bellever in contrast and
emphasis In stage settings,” sald Mr.
Barratt at his studlo In ths Century
Theatre. 1 executed my first act set-
ting—a drawing room In a castle—in
comparntively quiet tones. The second
act settings called for much bolder
colors and I employed cerisa and gold
with a touch here and there of onyx.
The scene represgents & huge ballgbom in
A Balkan castle. Through a vast bay
window at the rear, which extends from
the floor to the celling, mountains can
ba seen. Immense candelabra, hanging
lamps that suggest lighted toy bal-
loons, two mammoth winding stalrways
aand heavy cerise draperies add to the
pletorial qhality of the setting.. Here
again 1 had t steer a different course
between the garish and the exotic. I had
to eonvey at all times a semi-barbaric
note of richness and vividoness without
offence to the eyes of the spectatora™

Mr. Barratt also designed the set-
tings of “The Whirl of New York" as
well as those of “Sinbad,” "Cinderella

8h

of 1819
ton In scenlo art he had won wide pres-
tige ns an illustrator whose work was
featured in covers and inside piates of
such magasines as Harper's, Bcribners,
the Cemtwry, Life and Judge., He was
at ona time a collaborator with Howard
Pyle,

Suratt in ‘Jade’
Vaudeville Feature

Miss Valeska Suratt will appear at
Palaoe this week in “Jada™ a playlet
by Chester Du

that includes John Allman. Clark
and Henry Bergman will do their “Tunes
of the Hour."

letter in willingly printed ;
“T want to correct an Impression that
seems to be about that T was In some

of that famous play, which has lived for
noarly half a century always before the
eyep of the public

The account furnishes an interesting
contrast to the methoda of the day,
which regards aa indispensable excur-
slons to Atlantie City, SBtamford or some
other popular place for a "try out” To
open an engagoment here without a pre-
liminary canter elsewhers 1s known in
the profession ns opening “cold”  Buf,
necording to Miss Claxton, there was
nothing cold about the old time openings.
They seamed, on the contrary, redhot In
eompnri<on with present delibaration.

“Mr. Palmer,” she sald the other day,
“made the company rehearss all day be-
fore the performance untll late at night
The next morning we wers at work by
106 o'clock, although none of us had mare
than a fow hours sleep. All that day we
rehearsed without Intermission. Hare
somebody was sending out for a cup of
ten, Thera another hungry actor Imi-
plored 4 stz2ge hand to get him a sand-
wich, Untll & that night the company
was at work. And then do you suppose
anybody went homoe to rost? Not at all
Thers was only tims to snatch a bite,
g0 to the dressing rooms and got ready
for the performance. That was the only
kind of a try out wo ever had In those
daya™

Sittlng Up With Shakespears,

Walter Hampdién | golng to carry on
Bard of Aven, e

will next yoear i add “Othells” and

-

-

way responaible for Mr, Lawrence LAng-
ner’s name belng left off the programme
The story of "Tangerine’
is Mr. Langner's and Mr. Bartholomas's,
and 1 want them to have full credit
for it

“1 bellave that the misunderstanding
which caused his name to be omitted
from the programme has now been
cleared np, but sinee the erities partiou-
larly note the freshness of the plot of
*Pangerine’ I foel that Mr. Langmer
should receive his full share of credit for
it Cordially yours, Gur Bovrton."

Fun and Frolic at

The Suburban Parks

Indoor and outdoor pools at Tilyou's
Bteeplochase Park are proving wvery
popular. Tn addition the stesplechase
eourss is thronged, and the other at-
tractions In the pavillon of fun are much
patronized by holders of the comblnation
tlekets. The ballroom la well attended
byp dancing devotees, while Arthur
E%nr’a Band plays every day,

Whirling wheela and fountains of fire
form a' twlos woekly feonturs of free
ovents at Pallsade Amusement Park,
which attractas thousands to tha resort
avory Tussday and Thursday eveningn

Btarlight Amusement Park, at 177th
street subway station, In The Bronx,
will inaugurate “Fun Week" beginning
to-morrow. Hach evening Aduring the
woelk ambitious amateur vaodevillians
will compete for cash prizes. 1t s
planned o mnke “Fun Week™ a sue
d@esion of old fashioned amateur nighte.

The chief acts at other waudeville
houses follow:
RIVERS!

Carroll's The
Love Race,” Nonette,

EIGHTY-FIRST ETRUET — Vietor
Moore, Elalne Hammersteln in  the
photoplay ‘“Femorseless Love™

PROCTOR'S FIFTH AVENUB—Pa-
tricola, Frank Davis and Adele Darnell

e FTREET-—Keregan
and O'Rourke, the photoplay “Wet
Gold™ FIFTY-EIGHTH STREET-—
Dora Hilton and eompany, King and
Irwin. ONE HUNDRED AND TWEN-
TY-FIFTH STREET—Mare McDermott,
Evelyn Phillips and company.

Attractions in the
Brooklyn Theatres

The Montauk iz the flrst of the Brook-
Iyn legitimate houses to anmounce its
opening date and the attraction that will
Inaugurate the new theatrieal year. Louls
F. Werba, munager of the Montauk, has
arranged with John (Golden for the pres-
entation of “Lightnin’,” at the Galety,
Manhattan, beginning Monday evening,
August 20,

Ths Santos and Hayes Revue will

‘lend the bill st the New Brighton this

weelt, Others will be Ruth Budd, Joe
Morrls and Flossls Campbell, Jack Me-
Gowan and Bllly Glason.

Misa May Wirth will ba the headliner
at the Orpheum. Others will ba Erwin
and Jane Connelly and company, Harry
Breen and Thomas F. Swift and Mary
H. Kelley.

Miss Constance Talmadge In “Wed.
ding Bells'' will be the principal photo-
play at utegtnal.

The Greatest Sporting Goods
Store in the World

Madison Avenue and 45th Street
New York

Over

The Hill

mlgﬁging frotr:. th?:o sea s?nds
mountain —from
Newgort to the Bergh.lre&—-
the break o’ the season is-in
the crisp morning air.

The great divide of Mid-
Summer, beyond which
stretches a Fall of glorious

Shore bird shooting is on—
Maine guides are being en-

ool hzalls are being aired
for the misses and masters
who are preparing for the Fall
term, even as they play their
last sets at tennis and rounds
of golf.

All activities lead naturally:
to this goint Where the Blazed
Trail Crosses the Boulevard.

Campus Echoes

| o N
Abercrombie & Fitch school
outfits for college girls and
coll men are known from
New England to the Coast.

College girls’ suits of im-
ported tweeds and serges, rid-
ing and golf outfits, Fall sport
frocks, capes, raincoats, top-
coatr jackets and sweaters—
all distinguished by their
smart iness.

Hats specially designed by this
house for college girls' use—and the
hosiery and shoes for each outfit.

Early selections and purchases,
before the season's rush is on, are
earnestly advised.

Complete outfita for young

standard of th

and o
schools in the country.

Setting Out
The Decoys

men

#

A AN |

BOASON .
uunléy the world's finest assort-

ment of English, French and Ameri-
can shotguns, and imported and
American rifles,

Snipe decoys, whistles and calls—
ghore-bird loads—shooting

ot snd passphammilin for overy
or
type of hunl’nt. '
Write for New Camping Calalogue
o,

and Game Law F.

AAbercrombie
& Fitch Co-
o *';.*"Z‘.":';-*

« “Where the Blazed Trail
Crosses the Boulevard”




